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Introduction
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This site is a work in progress, and is far from a complete set of documentation of
Bloom. In the Bloom Editor, you can find helps on most topics by going to the “?”
menu.



Why Bloom?

Bloom Overview

Reading, writing, and listening to stories in one’s mother tongue is a wonderful gift that
promotes human flourishing. That is the core motivation for the Bloom. Publishing
software is expensive, and commercial publishers are not interested in publishing books in
minority languages. That is why Bloom’s free and easy-to-use software occupies a key role

in giving every language community a fighting chance to make literacy promotion viable.

Bloom is increasingly becoming_the “go-to” tool for promoting_grassroots literacy efforts
worldwide.Bloom Library is built on a principle of _generosity: individuals and

organizations _generously_ author illustrated books using the Bloom Editor and then
upload them to the Bloom Library. In so doing,_these individuals and organizations are

saying_“no” to financial compensation and “yes” to _generosity_. The magic then begins
as people from around the world click the “Translate into _your_language!” button to
begin translating_those books. In a short time—and with minimal effort—they can make

those books _freely_ available to their own people in their mother tongue.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6I7kPXwwy6Q

Why Use Bloom?

https://bloom.sil.org/why-use-bloom



https://bloom.sil.org/why-use-bloom

What Does Bloom Do?

https://bloom.sil.org/what-does-bloom-do



https://bloom.sil.org/what-does-bloom-do

Is Bloom right for my
project?

Bloom offers an integrated approach to book-making, providing a robust and sustainable
means for language communities to author, translate, adapt, publish, and distribute books

in their own languages.

Despite these awesome qualifications, Bloom is not the right tool for every situation.



When using Bloom is a good choice

Bloom is a good tool to use under the following circumstances:

e The people writing books have limited computer skills.

* The books people want to create are relatively simple in design.

e People want to adapt existing books to new languages and cultures.

* People want to create decodable and leveled books.

e People want to create “talking books” with a synchronized audio recording of the text.
e People want to create sign language books or books for the visually impaired.

e You want to provide writers with reader templates to help them write books that meet
certain specifications.



When Bloom may not be a good choice

Bloom is not good for every purpose.
Here are a number of needs that Bloom does not accommodate:

e Text does not flow from one page to the next. Rather, Bloom is page-oriented. If
authors have more text than will fit on one page, they must stop typing, insert a new
page with a text box, and start typing again.

e There are limitations to Bloom's page layout capability: for example, you cannot
create a page where text wraps around a picture. You cannot easily create tables with

rows and columns. If authors need complex page layouts, Bloom may not be the right
tool.

e There are limitations to Bloom's text formatting capabilities: for example, bulleted and
numbered lists are not possible.

e Currently, Bloom does not support tables.



Other limitations of Bloom

e Bloom does not have built-in tools for editing images, audio, or video. Bloom allows
you to crop an image, but it cannot make any other changes to it.



When you may need a Bloom
Subscription

Bloom is free to use for many kinds of projects. But some advanced features require a paid
subscription. These features include:

e HTML5 widgets, for interactive pages

e Quiz pages, for testing readers’ comprehension

e The Overlay Tool, for creating more complex layouts and comic books

e Team Collections, to allow multiple team members to work together on books
e Custom branding and book designs

e A dedicated collection on the Bloom Library website

If you are working on a large project, need special support, or just want extra features, you
may need a Bloom Pro or Bloom Enterprise subscription. Bloom Pro is great for
individuals who want more book creation features. Bloom Enterprise is perfect for teams
who want to work together on books or who need more publication options.

You can read more about Bloom Subscriptions here. To get started with your subscription,
write to subscriptions@bloomlibrary.org.



mailto:subscriptions@bloomlibrary.org

The Bloom Platform

Bloom Editor, Bloom Library, Bloom Reader, and Bloom Enterprise comprise the

Bloom Platform.

The Bloom Platform is an integrated approach to book-making which provides a robust
and sustainable means for language communities to author, translate, adapt, and publish
books for themselves in the language they speak or sign.

Bloom Editor

Bloom Editor is a software program for authoring, translating, and publishing books and

sharing those books with your community through Bloom Library. Bloom Editor runs on
Windows and Linux.

| am a big fish.gKelagl gl Mo [RF=Tek

Bloom Editor is designed for ease of use. Bloom is so simple that if you can type and use a
mouse, then you can make a book!

But despite its simplicity, in recent years, Bloom Editor has increasingly become a feature-
rich desktop editor capable of producing beautiful print and electronic books. And where a
simple, printed book is not enough, Bloom Editor makes it easy to add narration, sign
language, and audio image descriptions for the visually impaired.


https://docs.bloomlibrary.org/bloom-platform#070f565a9a73475790b49a7ccd258ace
https://docs.bloomlibrary.org/bloom-platform#9d03d5c0220e48129b86b0958ff59386
https://docs.bloomlibrary.org/bloom-platform#e383b07bf8834fb494a7f7cd4a6268eb
https://docs.bloomlibrary.org/bloom-platform#eea85bb74a564973bd5c70b2e90f1504
https://bloomlibrary.org/page/create/downloads

To view all of Bloom Editor’s features, see this page on Bloom Library.

Bloom Library

Bloom Library is a unique website that has more than 22,000 FREE books in 1,000+
languages. Books can be read online or downloaded in various formats for offline
reading. The library interacts directly with the Bloom Editor for uploading and downloading

books. The library also works with the free Bloom Reader Android app.

QJBloom READ RESOURCES ABOUT

a-Wurrayung-jinyung Da Hiwta Cun Yur Tut Sake, Hoota ka Naake Fimusa ba Ghwi:
marri a-Runggal-yiny... Niws

BWATIYE ‘E)I Russian, Mungong (ncr.}(_
Wubuy ¥, English Bwatiye [bcy] ¥ ut-Ma'in [gel] English, Afrikaans, Tes... Mungong), English

A

U tal xuak uve’ Wo Liebe und Reise LcT14. Jesls jume Ixoj Xhivach' tuk’ naj AYElI AMBE SA SHE
ipaleb'e uma’l u k'ax... treffen kokoreme jitto tal Xhuno'xh NA AMBE ADA NA ...
Iil German, Standard Mayo Il 43 Nyankpa [yes]

Key to Bloom’s success is the generosity of local authors and organizations who freely
share their openly-licensed books with the world, so others, in turn, can benefit from these
materials and translate them into their languages.

Uploaded books are displayed using a “book card”. The book card shows a thumbnail
image of the book’s front cover. Below that is a colored banner and 1-4 black dots to
indicate one of four reading levels recognized by Bloom:

1. First words and phrases
2. First sentences

3. First paragraphs


https://bloomlibrary.org/page/create/page/feature-matrix
https://bloomlibrary.org/read

4. Longer paragraphs

sl R

Opposites and Zibu & Zizo (Print) Ang Kaarawan Ni Battnu acoci
Differences 1 Emma

English, Papua New Eo zaboHm TOYMKEA,
Guinean Sign Language English Filipino Russian

Special book features and the list of languages represented in the book are also indicated
on the book card.

Bloom Reader

Bloom Reader is a free Android app that allows readers with Android devices to enjoy
Bloom books offline.


https://docs.bloomlibrary.org/about-bloom-reader
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Special Features

Books published to Bloom Reader can also include all of Bloom Editor’s special features:

e Talking Books

e Multilingual books

e Sign language videos

* Interactive games and quizzes
e Comic books

e Audio-image descriptions



Get Books on Bloom Reader

To get books onto a device that has Bloom Reader installed, users can either download
from Bloom Library, transfer books directly from the Bloom Editor to their devices, or
share from one device to another.

Organizations interested in mass distribution of Bloom books to a people group can
transfer books onto SD-cards.

Bloom Subscriptions

Bloom Subscriptions are a special service for individuals and
organizations that need additional program and publishing features.
For more information about Bloom Subscriptions, see About Bloom

Enterprise Index or email subscriptions@bloomlibrary.org.



https://docs.bloomlibrary.org/about-bloom-enterprise
https://docs.bloomlibrary.org/about-bloom-enterprise
mailto:subscriptions@bloomlibrary.org

Shell Books in Bloom

@ NOTE

Content is being updated.

What is a Shell Book?

A shell book is a template used to create other books. It sets the page layout, text box
locations, pictures, and more. Shell books are not language-specific, meaning they can be
used to create books in any language. For more information, see this Glossary entry.

Key Features of Shell Books

 Page Layout: Defines the structure of each page.
e Text Boxes and Pictures: Specifies where text and images should be placed.

e Source Text: Contains source text that can be translated into other languages.

Important Note

e Each Bloom book functions as a small database of texts in various translations.

e Any local language book can be turned into a shell book for other languages. Shell
books and local language books have identical formats.

Create a Shell Book for Others

1. Open the collection that uses the language(s) you want the shell book to contain.

2. In the Collections tab, click on the appropriate source template (e.qg., Arithmetic,
Basic Book, Big Book).

3. Click MAKE A BOOK USING THIS SOURCE. The new book opens in the Edit tab.
4. Complete the book:
o Fill in the appropriate metadata.
o Add all the intended pages.
o Add a Translation Instructions page found in the Special section of pages, if
needed.

o Type in all the source text in one or more languages.


https://docs.bloomlibrary.org/glossary#a9855df550204e1caffc0d245164ab11

5.

o Configure all the intended styles.
o Choose all the pictures that you want to appear in the published book.

Share the shell book in one of the following ways:
o Publish to BloomLibrary.

o Make a Bloom Pack.

o Make a Reader Template Bloom Pack.

Make a Book from a Sample Shell

1.
2.
3.
4.

Click the Collections tab.
In the left pane, below Sources For New Books, click the sample shell you will use.
Click MAKE A BOOK USING THIS SOURCE. The book is added and opens in the Edit tab.

Follow the relevant steps based on the type of sample shell (e.g., basic book,
arithmetic). If the book has a Translation Instructions page, follow those
instructions.

Install a Basic Bloom Pack from Others

. Copy the Bloom Pack file onto your computer (e.g., into the Bloom folder under My

Documents or another convenient folder).

. Double-click the file to install the shell books and templates. A message will appear

stating, "The <name> Collection is now ready to use on this computer". Click 0K,

. Close and restart Bloom. The new sources will appear below Sources for New

Books on the Collections tab.

Q e

You can change the file extension to .zip if needed. The recipient can change it back
to .BloomPack.

Install a Basic Bloom Pack from Others

1.

2.

3.

Copy the Bloom Pack file onto your computer (e.g., into the Bloom folder under My
Documents or another convenient folder).

Double-click the file to install the shell books and templates. A message will appear
stating, "The <name> Collection is now ready to use on this computer". Click OK.

Close and restart Bloom. The new sources will appear below Sources for New
Books on the Collections tab.



Q e

You can change the file extension to .zip if needed. The recipient can change it back
to .BloomPack .

Related Topics

Here are some suggested related topics:

» Basic Tasks Overview

e Collections Tab Tasks

e Edit Tab Tasks

» Create Shell Books for Others to Use
e Publish to BloomLibrary

* Make a Bloom Pack

e Make a Reader Template Bloom Pack



Release Notes Index

This section explains what is new in each release.



Bloom 6.1 Release Notes

Improved Overlay Tool

We’ve made it easy to move, crop, and manipulate overlay items. They now operate more
like those in modern graphics programs such as Canva.com and Microsoft Designer. We
made these improvements as part of our work towards a new feature called “Bloom
Games”, coming in Bloom 6.2.

Lo

For a menu of options, click the “...” button or just right-click on the element.

Cover Color

We moved the control for setting a custom cover color from the Publish screens to Book
Settings, so that you can set the color you want before you’'re ready to publish.



Book Settings

Cover Cover

Content Pages Front Cover

BloomPUB

Fonts Show Title in Foodo

Show Title in English

Show Title in French

Show Language Name

Show Topic

All Cover Pages

I I <

<

Background Color |:|

Font Suitability

We’'ve made it more obvious when a font’s license does not allow redistribution.



Characters

[ Style Name Paragraph | Highlighting ‘

Font

‘ Dubai e ''-- -!
This is a font supplied by Microsoft .

Spacing for use on your computer alone

Microsoft does not allow its fonts to

be used freely on the web or

_ distributed in eBooks. Please use a
Emphasis different font

B I U
Dubai %
This formatting is the def. Styles: regular, bold
vionotype Design Studio
Monotype Imaging Inc
Version 1.10
License

IE 15 ~ tOHdD

In Book Settings, you can now see all the fonts used in a book and check on their
suitability for use in Bloom Reader, BloomLibrary.org, Reading App Builder, and every
other digital platform.



Book Settings

Cover Fonts

Content Pages

o When you publish a book to the web or as an ebook, Bloom will flag any problematic

BloomPUB fonts. For example, we cannot legally host most Microsoft fonts on BloomLibrary.org.

Font
o The following table shows where fonts have been used.

First
e Language Font
Styl guag —
Credits (all) Andika New Basic Credils
Page Page
Dubai

A\ unsuitable / Microsoft font

Copyright © 2016 Dubai Executive Council. All rights reserved.
Microsoft supplied font. You may use this font to create, display
and print content as permitted by the license terms, or terms of
Normal Foodo use, of the Microsoft product, service or content in which this Page 1
font was included. You may only (i) embed this font in content
as permitted by the embedding restrictions included in this font;
and (ji) temporarily download this font to a printer or other
output device to help print content. Any other use is prohibited.
Monotype Imaging Inc.

Title On )
‘ i ) Title
Title (all) Andika New Basic
; Page
Page

¥

Half Folio Paper

You can now specify a half folio paper size, which is popular in Colombia.
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Legal Portrait

Legal Landscape

Half Letter Portrait

Half Letter Landscape
Half Folio Portrait
Quarter Letter Portrait
Quarter Letter Landscape

MmN - _ _ 4dF inh_ _&__" &

Alpha Tiles Links

BloomLibrary.org can now include a link to your Alpha Tiles app at the top of your
language page:

QJ Bloom RESOURCES ABOUT

search for books

Home » Akha books

Akha books

The Akha language is spoken in southwestern China, Laos, Eastern Central Myanmar, Northern
Thailand, and Northwestern Viet Nam by over 616,000 people.

109 books

Akha Literacy Game App GETITON
@ Alpha Tiles ® Google Play

Akha - Animal Stories s

>

A, yaw_ma_nyeh nya A geuga i le Qha, ghoe, Ceh” ceh” ceh” A, yaw_ma_nyeh nya A yaw_ma_d
meh. ek . ah™ i"-eu_nga
Akha, Jarai, Burmese, Akha, Jarai, Burmese, Akha, Burmese (@o?m

Khmer, English Khmer, English Akha Akha ©0), Khmer, English Akha, Khme

Akha - Health s

'.'d\)_

- <~ <~ z



https://alphatilesapps.org/

Language and Country Grids

We’'ve added two new grids for finding and counting things on BloomLibrary.org. You can
now view books, languages, and countries. Note that where a language is found in
multiple countries (e.g. English), we assign it to just one for display purposes. Otherwise
the count of languages in a country becomes unhelpful, as they include all the languages
in modern use there, not just the languages that are indigenous to the country.

i
v [ Bloom Library: Country Grid * +

&« > O 2% bloomlibrary.org/grid/countries w D @ H <

QJ Btoom RESOURCES ABOUT

Moderator

Country Language Count BloomLibrary Language C... -l Book Count
Indonesia 742 84 539

Papua New Guinea 883 68 1343
Cameroon 252 s]#] 347

India 619 50 1038
Fhilippines 214 35 1850
Mexico 312 31 2535

Sign Language Videos

Some Bloom Sign Language book creators requested a few improvements to video
playback:


https://bloomlibrary.org/grid/books
https://bloomlibrary.org/grid/languages
https://bloomlibrary.org/grid/countries

* Videos now include standard playback controls, so you can start over without having
to wait until the end.
e Videos no longer hide when finished.

» We fixed video replay functionality.

Custom language names in collections
with many languages

Bloom has a “default” name for each language, which you can customize when you pick
the language. Before this version, Bloom could remember these custom languages for just
the L1, L2, L3, and Sign Language. However, if you are importing more than 3 languages
via Spreadsheet Import, Bloom would forget how you want to display those other
languages.

We are addressing this in two stages.

1. In this version, Bloom Collections will remember any number of custom language
names. However, if you use the “Look up Language Code” tool — for example, to print
with one of those other languages — you will have to re-enter the language the way
you want to see it.

2. Later this year, Bloom 6.2 will include a brand new Language Picker that will be able to
preserve your customized language name.



Bloom 6.0 Release Notes

We are proud to present Bloom 6.0 to you. We finally tackled a few long-standing needs
that required re-modeling how some things work deep inside Bloom and our servers.
Everyone will benefit from Bloom books that are now a bit more beautiful and
professional-looking. If you ever need to update books on BloomLibrary.org, you will notice

much quicker updates. Bloom Enterprise subscribers can finally take ownership of all their
books, regardless of which team member uploaded them.

Book Settings

Cover Settings

You can now control what information to show on the cover page:

Book Settings

Cover

Cover

Content Pages

eBooks Front Cover

Show Title in Mixteco de Coicoyén de las Flores
Show Title in Espafiol
Show Language Name

Show Topic

Content Page Settings: Page Themes

Previously, very advanced Bloom users could customize Bloom pages using CSS
stylesheets. They could also publish template books using these to share their work with
others. Bloom 6.0 makes this much easier by letting you choose from a small number of
Page Themes. Page Themes are a bundle of margins, borders, and other page settings
that work together to shape the look of a book.



Book Settings

Cover Content Pages
Content Pages

eBooks

Page Theme Rounded Border Ebook

Page Themes are a bundle of margins, borders, and other page settings. For informat

Themes Catalog. Default

Rounded Border Ebook

Show Page Numbers | .
¢ Zero Margin Ebook

Legacy (Bloom 5.6)

For more information on these themes, see the Page Themes Catalog.

Q T

Very advanced users can still create custom CSS stylesheets if they need to. In fact,
we’ve made writing them much easier. However, we hope this will become a rare

practice restricted to experimentation. Anything that can be done with a custom
stylesheet can now be moved into a new theme or setting, where it will be available
to Bloom users of all skill levels.

Content Page Settings: Show Page Numbers

You can now control whether page numbers are visible. Note that with some combinations
of book layouts and ebook themes, long texts could collide with page numbers.

Content Page Settings: Text Padding

We’'ve added text padding to better separate items on the page. Items are separated from
each other and from the edge of the screen on ebooks. You can see examples of it later in
these Release Notes.


https://docs.bloomlibrary.org/page-themes-catalog
https://docs.bloomlibrary.org/appearance-system-css

Advanced Layout

Text Padding

2mm -

Smart spacing around text boxes. Weorks well for simple pages, but
may not suit custom layouts.

. Default (set by Theme) _
Omm
2mm
4mm

1em (font size)

T | AR

Q T

The default padding setting from the Default Theme is “1em”, which means it grows
in proportion to your font size (approximately the width of the font's “m” character).
Normally this looks great but if you have really large characters, it can be a problem.
In that case, choose one of the millimetre (mm) choices.

A cauTION

If you have a custom page layout where Bloom isn’t getting the padding right, you
can use this control to turn padding off by setting it to “Omm”.

Margins

In previous versions of Bloom, the default margins were rather large, especially on small
page sizes. In Bloom 6.0, we’ve reduced the default margins for many page sizes. Page
Themes (new in Bloom 6.0) can also change the margin.



https://docs.bloomlibrary.org/margins

Annie doesn’t want a brother. ) .

) Annie doesn’t want a brother.

She doesn’t want to share her
parents with the new baby.

Annie cries and cries.

She doesn’t want to share her
parents with the new baby.
Annie cries and cries.

Bloom 5.6 had large margins and always A Bloom 6.0 ebook with default theme
showed a page number.

Annie doesn’t want a brother.
She doesn’t want to share her
parents with the new baby.
Annie cries and cries.

I'am a big fish. | am very colourful.

A Bloom 6.0 ebook with the “Zero Margin” A Bloom 6.0 with the “Zero Margin” theme
theme
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Due to changes in the margins, you might need to modify the split between the
image and text to resize the image for an ideal fit.

Front and Back Cover Margins

The smaller default page margins affect the front and back covers as well as the inside
pages. This results in the various cover elements such as titles, pictures, credits, and logos
moving slightly and possibly becoming a bit larger.

Padding

In previous versions of Bloom, text was
often very close to images:



Bloom can now add padding to text boxes
so that they will look a lot better. This
“smart padding” appears as a light blue
area when you're editing. It is smart in two

ways:

1. It considers page margins so that less
padding is added if it's not needed to
separate the text from the edge of the

page.

2. It grows as the font size grows.

G NOTE

In multilingual books, the padding will
be based on the font size of the first
language.

° o Now her ears are

yellow{

Bloom 5.6, text is too close to the image
and edge of page.

. Now her
° 3
ears are
> yellow.
-

Bloom 6.0, Bloom adds padding around the
text. It can tell that there is no page
margin here, so it adds padding next to the
edge of the page, too.




You can now click outside of the page in
order to hide all the markup. This helps you P
.s?e the page just as your readers will see ,; . " Now her
't ears are
o yellow.
) ®

In Bloom 6.0, if you click outside of the
page, all the extra editing markup
disappears so that you can evaluate how
your page will look to readers.

You can control the size of the padding in the Text Padding control:

Advanced Layout

Text Padding

2mm =

Smart spacing around text boxes. Works well for simple pages, but
may not suit custom layouts.

. Default (set by Theme) _
Omm
2mm
4mm

1em (font size)

T | AR

A cauTION

While Bloom tries to be “smart” about applying padding, it's actually quite fragile. It
often fails to apply padding to text boxes that have been added via “Change Layout”.
If this happens to you, you have a couple options:

1. Turn Text Padding off by opening the Book Settings and set “Text Padding” to
MOmm".



2. If you are an Enterprise Subscription customer and you have a template page that
needs to work with padding, create a Problem Report showing the problem and
we’ll fix Bloom to handle your template page.

Edit Tab

Text Formatting

In overlays (comics), you can now control how much padding to add on the left and right:

OVERLAY

Padding: space between the text and its border

5 px v

0 After making changes to a style, please visit each page
that uses it. This allows Bloom to fully apply your
changes.

edge




text has

more room

Justified Alignment (Feature Request)

Paragraph | Highlighting

Alignment 4

Text Wrapping

We’ve made Bloom smarter about where to wrap text, leading to a more balanced and
appealing typography.


https://community.software.sil.org/t/justified-text-alignment/8091

Aexkabpaa eckeH KynnyHanabIH U3K Adexkabpaa eckeH
MeHeH KY/NyHAWAbIH U3U MEHeH

N

©
o™

AsTop: Enena MNonosa AsTop: Enena MNonoea
CypeTuy: Aikaman Bopucoea CypeTuy: Aitkaman Bopucosa

Kotopron: Tanrat Aepkembaes Kotopron: Tanrar Aepkembaes

X IR H A A IS A HRAH AN R AR I AR H I A H I A HAHAAHA AN

Bloom 6.0 improves text wrapping
algorithms to ensure titles are evenly
distributed across lines, avoiding awkward
gaps or stranded words:

On the way home, a

very strong wind On the way home,

came. It blew my cap a very strong wind

away. came. It blew my

cap away.
N\

Bloom 6.0 uses smarter text wrapping.



Previously, a single word could be stranded
on its own.

Q TP

This smart wrapping would be confusing if it was on while you tried to type in your
text. Therefore, you need to click out of a text box in order to see the final text
wrapping.

Picture on the Right

We’'ve added a new page layout choice, Basic Book
“Picture on the Right”. *

=
= =% N

Bloom Library

Improved User Interface for Book Uploaders

The person who uploaded a book always had a few extra things they could do to control
the book. We’ve now gathered these together in a single cluster of controls:



Q You have permission to modify this book

Draft

] Do not show this book to the public yet. | will share its URL with reviewers for feedback.
Editing

@ If you want to update this book with any changes, just upload it again from Bloom, using the same
account. Your new version will replace this one.

If necessary, we can give you the book to edit in Bloom. You must first have Bloom 5.7 or greater installed
(Download Bloom).

DOWNLOAD INTO BLOOM FOR EDITING

Formats

Which Format Buttons to Show for this Book v

B Delete

“Download Into Bloom for Editing” Button

Sometimes, you may want to improve a book you or a colleague uploaded but no longer
have easy access to the original Bloom files. Now, you can click “Download into Bloom for
Editing.” This will open your Bloom application with a new collection containing only this
one book. If the book depends on a Bloom Enterprise Subscription, you will not have to re-
enter it. If the subscription has expired, it will work anyway.

Editing Permissions on Your Bloom Library
Collections (Bookshelves)

Bloom Enterprise subscribers often work in teams, with different people uploading books.
Previously, only the person who uploaded a book had any control over it. We can now tell
the Bloom Library who each collection’s “editors” are. The following table shows what
Collection Editors will be able to do:

5.6 6.0 6.1 Timeframe

Original Draft Download into Bloom for
Uploader Delete Editing




5.6 6.0 6.1 Timeframe

Control
Formats
Delete
Download into Bloom for
o Draft
. Editing
Collection ) ] Control Formats
. Re-upload without changing _ _
Editors Assign to Collections

the listed “uploader”

(Bookshelves)
Re-upload and become the

listed “uploader”
When you re-upload a book, Bloom checks with you to make sure it does what you intend.

In Bloom 6.0, we added (1) a check to bring it to your attention if you’'re about to change
the book’s branding and (2) the option to become the official uploader:

@ Is this an update of your existing book? X
BloomLibrary.org already has a book with this 1D.

Already in Bloom Library Uploading

<» 5 % Une souris dans la maison

@’ French/francais

o Uploaded by importerbot@bloomlibrary.org

Originally uploaded 2/22/2020
Last updated 3/5/2024

¥ Une souris dans la maison
French/francais

. You have permission to modify this book

(O Yes, | want to update this book
Bloom will remove the version on bloomlibrary.org and replace it with your upload.

] The branding was "Default” but is now "Test". This may change logos and o
other material. Check this box if this is what you want.

[] Change the official uploader to john_thomson@sil.org. (Bloom Library will
hide part of your email address) 9

O Mo, these are different books

Bloom will fix the ID of your book and upload it as a new book. The old book on Bloom
Library will stay the same.

What caused this problem?

ASK FOR HELP UPLOAD CANCEL




BloomPUB Viewer

BloomPUB viewer can now open .bloomSource files (used for archiving) and .bloom files
(used for Team Collections). You should not distribute those for viewing, but sometimes it’s
helpful to quickly look inside one of them.

A cauTiON

BloomPUB Viewer versions 1.0.7 and 1.0.8 had a bug that prevented them from
updating to new versions. Please install the latest from bloomlibrary.org/bloompub-

viewer.

Other Improvements

e Book Uploading:
o Incremental uploads: If you upload a book to update it, only the files that have
changed will be uploaded. This allows, for example, large sign language books to
be updated without having to send all the videos to BloomLibrary.org again.

o Incomplete upload protection: previously, a book upload that didn’t fully
complete could leave a book missing some files. Now, a new book won't appear
until all the files have been uploaded successfully. Similarly, an update of a book
won'’t take effect until all changed files have made it to our server.

o Improved security: We improved security around uploading and deleting books.

 We added some new messages to help when Microsoft OneDrive appears to be
causing problems.
e A page can now have multiple Sign Language videos. One will start when other is

finished. There is no way to change the order, so please create the videos in the order
you want them to play.

e In the Edit tab, Bloom has a chooser that lets you control which languages are shown
in text boxes that are set to “auto”. To clarify what this chooser does a bit, it is now
disabled when it won’t affect anything on the current page.

 We added a place to enter one or more administrator emails in Collection Settings:
Team Collection.

¢ In the Collection Tab, we've added a
small control that pops up some
technical information about books:


https://bloomlibrary.org/bloompub-viewer
https://bloomlibrary.org/bloompub-viewer
http://bloomlibrary.org/

Path on disk

C:\Users\hatto\OneDrive\Documents\Bloom\Ju
Books\Book (2)

Book ID
2859b0fe-8139-4a2b-be5f-4f353a758070

Theme
default




Bloom 5.6 Release Notes

Collection Tab

Books on BloomLibrary.org Progress Bar

e Bloom now displays an indicator of how
many books in your language are

currently available on the Bloom Collections Edit Publish
Library. For now, the “goal” is just the
Bloom project’s goal, which is 200 Foobar Books

books in each language. In the future,

we may allow you to change this
number to your own goal.

Books on BloomLibrary.org Badges

* We added helpful little “badges” to
book thumbnails that make it easy to
see the status of your book on the
Bloom Library.



l‘ PUBLISHED

View on BloomLibrary.org

MARKED AS DRAFT

View on BloomlLibrary.org

PROBLEM

View on BloomlLibrary.org

IN PROGRESS

View on BloomLibrary.org

Edit Tab

e You can now hold down Ctrl+Shift+space to see all “invisible” characters, such as non-
breaking spaces.

 We added a new Book Settings dialog. For now, it lets you control the maximum image
size used in eBooks that you create from a book. The default is HD, but you can shrink
that or increase it up to 4k resolution. This setting affects BloomPUBs, ePUBs, and
books when they are viewed on BloomLibrary.org.



Book Settings

eBooks

Max Image Size Full HD

Bloom reduces images to a maximum size to make books easier to view over poor

internet connections and take up less space on phones.

Team Collections

e “Check Out” events are now recorded T

When Who What Comment
2023-08-22 ° Fred Check In fixed spelling mistakes and other egregious sins

20230822 (@) Fred  Check Out
20230822 (&) Colin Checkn  initial creatio

2023-08-22 @ Colin  Created Created a new book "tenting” from a source book "Digital Comic Book"

in book history.

¢ We added a minimal “Check In All” feature. To use it, Click the “Team Collections”
button, “Status” tab, and click “Check In All Books”

Talking Book Tool

e If you have added any sentence-ending punctuation characters in the Leveled Reader
Tool settings, the Talking Book Tool will now use those in addition to the universal set
of sentence-ending characters.

Leveled and Decodable Readers

In previous versions, there was a menu
command in the Collection tab that you



could use to tell Bloom if a book was
intended to be leveled or decodable. This 5 Leveled Reader Tool

setting could trigger the cover page to

@  Bookis not Leveled

convey this information. In this version,
we’ve removed those menu items, and
instead, there is now a switch in the reader
tools:

Decodable Reader Tool

. Book is not Decodable

Publish

 We completed the code modernization
in this area. The only difference you
will notice is the side bar that lets you
choose your publishing target.



PDF & Print

O

5

BloomPUB

Bloom Library

e We improved search by introducing two levels. In the initial level, you will see books
with titles matching your search more precisely. If that doesn’t find the book you want,
you can then click “Search Deeper” to search in copyright, publisher, parts of the title,
etc. For example, if you search for “tortoise finds his house”, you would previously be
shown 502 books all of which had something to do with tortoises, houses, or finding.
After this change, Bloom Library just shows you one book. Clicking on “Search
Deeper” still gives you the full list of 502 books.



I tortoise finds his house I deeper:tortoise finds his house

Home» Books with a strong match to tortoise finds his house

1 books Home » Books with a loose match to tortoise finds his house

502 books

Level 3 1

Tortoise Finds . B 4 =
his House Qe o m‘ Sl 7
ae MR Y B
L .
English
Houses La tortue | cannot find it L& 173 Ledlay Hgdl D
trouve sa ag lay
\e SEARCH maison
\' DEEPER
English Frangais, English | English Eastern Lawa Ma
&
Level 2
e
ol . B
agds 1 =
Kundiine wa i Neo finds her A House for A Man Who Ellie Find2
kan mundunu pig Mouse Built a House Skunk

 We made it easy for the Bloom
. . . . Home»> COVID-19
Librarian to organize large collections

by displaying a card for each language.

o>  COVID-19

0_ o .0 Spread the Word, Not the Virus
S&0

374 books in 202 languages

iR R R 0§k

Aghem Akeu Akha Akoose
1 books 2 books 5 books 1 books

ik BR R 0§k

Arabic (Tunisia)
Alor Ambai Amri Karbi (ar-TN)
1 books 1 books 1 books 1 books

N -V WY | W

 We added a “Branding” column to the Grid. (Feature Request)

* In some collections, there are a high
number of books that are derivatives of
each other. We made Bloom Library
smarter about choosing which books to
show and which to hide. For example,
we have 121 COVID 19 books in
English, but we now display just 41 of



https://community.software.sil.org/t/add-branding-to-the-grid-view-in-the-library/8063
https://bloomlibrary.org/covid19/:language:en
https://bloomlibrary.org/covid19/:language:en

them. You can still get to the hidden
books by opening one of them and
clicking on “books that may be
translations.” Note that for
performance reasons, the top of the
page shows the count of the total
number of books in the collection.

Home» COVID-19 > English

121 books

COVID-19 - English 41 gy,

We condensed this list down from from 121 books using
Y "PreferBooksWhereL1MatchesContextLanguage".

Edwin Wins the Sebastian Wins the Anny V!
Quarantine Prize Quarantine Prize Quarar
English, Spanish, English, Spanish, English,
Salvadoran Sign Lang... Colombian Sign Langu... Hondur

 We made book thumbnails sensitive to what language you are looking in, so that you

are more likely to see a book title in your language, even for books that were uploaded

with a different primary language.

Other Improvements

e We retired the “Spiritual” topic and added a “Bible” topic. Books with a copyright

matching the most common Bible-material books will automatically be changed.

Others will lose their topic. We recommend the “Culture” topic if “Bible” isn't a good

descriptor.
e We improved our OPDS API.

e We improved vertical alignment with overflow in device layouts, but only somewhat. If

you are putting large amounts of text in a box such that it doesn’t all fit, we

recommend changing the vertical alignment to “Top”.

 We added a message box that invites users to join the Bloom Community Forum.

e If you send us an error report we will now receive more information, including your
Windows 11 info, drive space, and WebView?2 version.

e .bloomSource files now include the .bloomCollectionSettings file, making for a more

complete archive.

e Big Books can now have pages in A3, A4, and Letter portrait orientation. Previously

they were only available in landscape. (Feature Request)



https://community.software.sil.org/c/bloom/5
https://community.software.sil.org/t/portrait-format-big-books/8771

Bloom 5.5 Release Notes

@ NOTE

Starting with this version, Bloom does not work with Linux and Windows 7, 8, or 8.1.

Publish: New Print / PDF

e No longer uses Adobe Reader

e Now shows booklet instructions below
the Print dialog

¢ Modern design is now consistent with
other publishing options

e Part of our multi-year rewrite towards
Mac and Linux compatibility

Publish to PDF & Print

Publish: New Web Upload

e Modern design is now consistent with
other publishing options

e Part of our multi-year rewrite towards
Mac and Linux compatibility

Publish to Web

Let speakers find your books in B Reader and on BloomLibra

@ confirm Metadata

A Family Learns about Immunisations
Copyright © 2021, SIL International

° Agreements

| have permission to publish all the text and images in this book. Learn More

The book gives credit to the the author, translator, and illustrator(s).

& lagreetotheB Library Terms of Use

© upload

SIGN IN OR SIGN UP TO BLOOMLIBRARY.ORG

Upload Progress

Booklet Mode

O

Simple

A simple PDF instead of a booklet.

Booklet Cover

The cover, ready to print on colored

]

Booklet Insides

Text Languages

[

nd
Features

“

a
& ¥ comic

® Accessible to the Visually
Impaired in English

B

3 = Do not show this book to
- the public yet. | will share its
URL with reviewers for
feedback

Cover Color

Visibility



e |f your book isn’t ready to meet the

world just yet, you can now click the \i‘*&i Do not show this book to

“Draft” button. > the public yet. | will share its
URL with reviewers for
feedback.

e To turn off the draft status of a book

L S -,_ﬂ_\._.lifl‘
- "="  Matsigenka

that you uploaded earlier, go to it on

Translate into your

BloomLibrary.org and un-tick the Draft (&)~ language!

s
Download into Bloom Editor
button:
Features Download
=)
PDF
. GET BLOOM READER
17 pages Tags: Story Book
Copyright © 2023, SIL international Keywords

License: cc-by-nc-sa
Uploaded 6/23/2023 by Id-
bloom_americas@...

[l Share M Report W Delete /

-~

D"o“/’@ Do not show this book to the public yet. | will share its URL with
@
“" reviewers for feedback.

Publish: BloomPUB Preview

Publish as BloomPUB

L] We h a Ve re 0 rg a n ized t h i S SC ree n to 3:2T:S§;arsa Kind of eBook. Your book will look exactly like it does here in Bloom. it will have all the same features. This makes BloomPUBS better
work better for users with small oot L1 e
O Share over Wi-Fi r — % E
screens. The preview portion no longer o= wonemomemeee | on
hides the portion Where you Can m Viewing BloomPUBs on Windows D::f .
. (mE=Ze
actually save and share your file. =] o

® Accessible to the
Visually Impaired in

English

Cover Color

e Bloom no longer constructs a Preview

when you go into this screen. Instead,
if you want a preview, click the new
“Preview” button.

e You can now expand the preview to fill
up most of the Bloom Window (Feature
Request)


http://bloomlibrary.org/
https://community.software.sil.org/t/large-preview-screen-for-bloompub/7491
https://community.software.sil.org/t/large-preview-screen-for-bloompub/7491

A Family Learns
about

Publish: ePUB Preview

e As with the BloomPUB Preview, we have reorganized this screen to work better for

users with small screens. The preview portion no longer hides the portion where you

can actually save and share your file.

e As with the BloomPUB Preview, Bloom no longer constructs a Preview when you go

into this screen. Instead, if you want a preview, click the new “Preview” button.

(Feature Request)

Talking Books

We have renovated the Talking Book Tool
“Advanced” section:

e You can now click “Insert Segment
Marker” to break up your text into
smaller portions for the purpose of
highlighting audio. As always, you can
also just type in the “|” character.

e These segment markers will be
automatically hidden when you’'re not
using the Talking Book tool.

Q T

Previously, you had to remove the “|”
characters yourself. Now, just leave

Clear

Listen to the

whole page

p Advanced


https://community.software.sil.org/t/pause-epub-creation-in-publish-tab/6447/3

them in. Bloom will take care of hiding
them.

 We made the “Recording Mode” easier
to understand and added pop-up
tooltips explaining all advanced
buttons.

e You can now fine-tune timings created
when using Aeneas via the “Split”
button (Feature Request)

i. Click “Split”
ii. Click “Edit Timings File...”
iii. The file will open in whatever

program you have chosen for “.txt”
files.

iv. After editing, click “Apply Timings
File...” and choose that file again.

e You can now apply timings files created
from Audacity:

i. In Audacity, open your audio.
ii. Tracks > Add New > Label Track
iii. Make segments that match what
you have in Bloom
iv. File > Export > Export Labels

v. In Bloom, “Apply Timings File...”

e You can now show and hide image
descriptions (for the blind).

e You can now control both the
foreground and background color of
the highlight that Bloom uses while
playing a talking book. This is part of
the textbox style, so to change it, click

Clear

Listen to the
whole page

4 Advanced

Insert Segment Marker

Recording Mode

By Sentence

By Whole Textbox

Iimport Recording...

Edit Timings File...

Apply Timings File...

Show playback order
buttons

Show image descriptions



https://community.software.sil.org/t/songbook-talking-book-audio-timing-file/7535

on the gear icon in the lower left of the
text box. Then go to the new
“Highlighting” section. (Feature
Request)

e Bloom now recognizes Khmer
character [] as a sentence-ending
character.

Palettes

W=

“Oh these are not shots that make sick
children better,” replied Kerol. “These
are shots to give them protection from
future sicknesses.”

“How can a shot gw Style Mame | Characters | Paragraph | Highlighting

future? I thOUght gl  Choose how to highlight text of style 'normal’
while its audio is playing:

medicine to kill the
I d 727 Background color I:I
aiready!
. |:| Text Color I:I
8
-

Bloom collections now remember what custom colors you have created. So whether you
are setting text for a style, a text selection, an audio highlight, or an overlay text, you are
working with the same palette. Cover colors are a separate palette.

Spreadsheet Import/Export

A cauTioN

This feature is experimental. You can enable it under Collection Settings:Advanced

® NOTE

This feature requires a Bloom Enterprise subscription.

e Roundtrip Activities
e Roundtrip Image Descriptions

e Roundtrip colored words

e Importing Overlays now preserves text styles

e On import, remove pages that have been removed from the spreadsheet

Overlays

() NOTE


https://community.software.sil.org/t/easier-customization-of-talking-book-highlight-style/6830
https://community.software.sil.org/t/easier-customization-of-talking-book-highlight-style/6830

Creating new overlay pages requires a Bloom Enterprise subscription. Translating

existing ones does not.

e Overlays now work great in books that can be switched between languages. As you
change to a different language, the size and location of bubbles are updated to match

what they should be for that language.

e Overlay bubbles now respond better when you change the size/orientation of the

book.

Scrolling Text Boxes in Device Layouts

When a text box has more text than can fit, Bloom does several things to draw your
attention to the "overflow". However, if you later view the book on the web or in Bloom

Reader, we turn on a scrollbar and allow the user to scroll down to see the entire text. This
has been true for a while now. With this new version, if you have chosen either of the
"Devicel6x9" layouts, we don't make a big deal out of the overflow. We simply let it

overflow and show a scrollbar.

A cauTioN

Note that for technical/cost reasons, this scrollbar actually takes up some of the box’s

horizontal space, whereas during actual playback of the book, the scrollbar hovers

above the text. So you won't get exactly the same line-breaking.

Templates

e If you create a template book in your
collection, you can now choose “Make
new book using this template” to
add a new book to your collection
based on that template.

Rename Book...
Duplicate Book
Show in File Explorer

Delete Book...

Make a book using this source

More

..“ EDIT THIS BOOK



Team Collections

* The Book History now includes Import events

e If you report a problem with a book, the Bloom Team now gets the Book History in the
report, along with version numbers.

BloomPUB Viewer

e Added Full Screen Mode (Feature (@] BloomPUB Viewer 1.0.0 - o X

Req UeSt) File View
Full Screen  F11

Bloom Reader

e We improved handling of books in
Right-to-Left languages. Now, to - ,
advance, you SWipe left. L7 BR - ; § gl s qanll Un gaT 5 (ol sl

oA clie Jiui Lllae BeS kg 8
LSl pia AT sl s
salall 5 ol 5 jad Jaladd ) Agladl)

 When switching languages, Bloom now stops any audio that is playing, and starts the
page over, playing the newly selected language.

Bloom Library


https://community.software.sil.org/t/full-screen-feature-in-bloompub-viewer/7301/3
https://community.software.sil.org/t/full-screen-feature-in-bloompub-viewer/7301/3

 We added a new set of statistics to the
“stats” page for each collection.

People Reached Digitally ®

(does not count the vast majority of readers, who use paper)

< 49k

Web Apps Bloom Reader BloomPUE Viewer
49k 0 413 3

Countries

90

Major Infrastructure Work

Much of our effort in this version was on updating Bloom’s “underpinnings”. If all goes
well, this work should be invisible to you as a user. We mention it only because you might

like to know that we are continually investing in the foundations of Bloom instead of just

adding new features.

The End of Andika New Basic

Bloom’s default font has always been Andika New Basic (ANB), and before this version, we
installed it on your computer along with Bloom. ANB is now completely replaceable by the
Andika font, and will no longer be updated by its publisher (SIL). Therefore, in this version

we have switched to Andika. As part of this switch,

e Bloom no longer installs ANB (or any
other fonts). Instead, Andika is built-in
to Bloom itself.

e All books that request ANB will actually

be given Andika in the Bloom Editor
software, in Bloom Reader, in
BloomPUB viewer, and on the web.

e Bloom now also comes with another
popular font, ABeeZee. This does not
have nearly the range of glyphs to
handle the world’s alphabets like

Style Name | Characters

Font

Highlighting

Paragraph

Andika @ - | 16 -
ABeeZee @
Althaty (] ‘
tes with ‘normal’ style.
1SS you have
Andika ]


https://software.sil.org/andika/
https://fonts.google.com/specimen/ABeeZee

Andika does, but it’s a fine option for
languages with only the most common
accent characters. See
https://fonts.google.com/specimen/ABe

eZee/glyphs

The End of “Source Collections”

The idea of "Source Collections" may have had merit, but in practice, too many people
were getting confused by them. Therefore, we reviewed all the various behaviors and
features related to Source Collections, and for each one, we either created new ways to
achieve the same thing or decided that it was not worth keeping.

 We've removed the "Choose the collection type" page in the “Create New Bloom
Collection” wizard.

e Books are never locked

e You can always give the command to "Make Bloom Pack of Shell Books"

 You can now remove collections under Sample Shells

“Sources for New Books” (1, below). e 8 n
e :
% 1

e If you want to show a collection on
A Family The Moon

your machine in the “Sources for New LAmmasha v Gap
Books”, there is now a button to do

that (2, below).

Books From BloomLibrary.org

English Books 3 Do not show this collection here.
1



https://fonts.google.com/specimen/ABeeZee/glyphs
https://fonts.google.com/specimen/ABeeZee/glyphs

The End of Bloom Updates for Windows
7, 8, and 8.1

Bloom 5.4 was the last version of Bloom that supported these operating systems, which
Microsoft no longer supports.

The End of Linux Updates (for now)

Bloom 5.4 was the last version of Bloom for now. Ideally, in several years, we hope (but do
not promise) that we will again have the technology and staff required to ship new
releases for Linux (and Mac).

Technical Details: Bloom started as a Windows-only application, using .net technologies
plus an embedded web browser. Unfortunately, a software key component (geckofx)
stopped development a few years ago. GeckoFX was the magic that allowed us to embed
a Firefox Browser in our .net application. Bloom relies on over a thousand other open-
source libraries, and increasingly, we cannot make use of their updates and fixes, because
our browser is stuck in 2018. We have only a small amount of resources to spend, and we
can't justify spending an increasing amount of it going against the tide. Bloom 5.5 uses a
modern embedded browser, WebView?2 from Microsoft.

We will eventually get Bloom to a state where its Ul is no longer a hybrid of .net and
browser Ul. With each version, we are retiring some .net Ul and replacing it with

browser Ul. When this process is complete, then new cross-platform possibilities will open
up, be it a .net/electron or something else. Microsoft may also deliver WebView?2,

for Linux and Mac (they list this on their roadmap, in a non-committal way).
See also:

Install Bloom on Linux

The End of Graphite Font Support

A software component (geckofx) that Bloom has used to support Graphite fonts is no
longer being maintained by its author, and the Bloom team does not have the resources to
maintain it. Therefore, starting with Bloom 5.5, we are switching to an alternative that is
maintained by Microsoft. This has many benefits for us, but one downside is that Bloom
will no longer support complex non-roman scripts that require “Graphite” technology. For


https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-edge/webview2/roadmap
https://docs.bloomlibrary.org/installing-bloom-linux

most non-roman fonts, this will not be a problem. However, Nastaliqg and Lanna fonts do
require Graphite. As far as we can tell, no one has ever contributed a book to Bloom
Library using these fonts, and our analytics tell us that no books are using it with Bloom
5.4. If you need Graphite font technology, please use Bloom 5.4 and also contact us.

The End of Adobe Reader

Bloom no longer uses Adobe Reader, so there is no need to install it anymore if you don’t
already have it.



Bloom 5.4 Release Notes

@ NOTE

This version, Bloom 5.4, is the last version that will work with Linux and Windows 7, 8,
and 8.1.

Simple Choice Activities

We’'ve added two new activities that you can add to your books. Just enter the correct
answer in the first box. When someone reads the book, Bloom will shuffle the answers.

Choose Word from Picture
Tap the word

Siksiks

cat

walnut




Choose Picture from Word

Tap the matching picture

Front Cover

Title Page

Are there other simple activities that you would like to have in your Bloom books? Feel
free to request them in a Feature Request. Note that a Bloom Enterprise subscription is

required to add new activities to a book.

Q T

Enjoy this 185 page animal alphabet book that includes these new Simple Choice

Activities.

Get More Books from Within Bloom
Reader

Finally, users can get more books into their
Bloom Reader without going to a separate
browser window. We’ve added a button at
the bottom of the screen:


https://community.software.sil.org/c/bloom/featurerequests/16
https://bloomlibrary.org/page/create/page/feature-matrix
https://bloomlibrary.org/new-arrivals/book/IGDR7iE7OY

You then choose a language and Bloom
Reader shows you books from
BloomLibrary.org. It will remember your

recent languages, so you don’t have to find
them each time:

Sweet

Moon & Cap (ASL)

‘ o\ Get more books from our library




L & B BAB

€ Choose language 1]

Q) Bloom. Library

LangUﬂgE? 297 languages

| Q |

.

Uzbeck

Yabek THnMaa

Kyrgyz ‘,/"

Kbiprois

THAMHAe

French
English frangais
Spanish Thai
espaiiol muwilna
Haitian Creole Haitian Creole
Kreyol Kreyol

Once you pick a book, you can either

download it into Bloom Reader or just read
it online:



v 4 B BARE

fr

& 3. Typnu kobunuatna

"W | Vatek Tunuga (Uzbek)
& | I pycckuii (Russian)

Y UMO-MLWOopa Epgamuaa MynoKoT Kunagu. ¥ umo-uu
épaamMuaa MynokoT Kunagu. Y uMo-uiliopa épaamua
KMNaam.

‘ DOWNLOAD
— 12 MB

‘ %.1| READ ONLINE ‘

Details on BloomLibrary.org

Smarter Splitter

We heard you: getting image and text boxes to just the right size was too hard. We've
made the splitter smart in a couple of ways:

1) You can now double-click the splitter to make it snap to the position used by the
previous page.

2) The splitter now “snaps” to some common locations:

The position used by the previous page.

The position that perfectly matches the image’s proportions.
1/4, 1/3, 1/2, etc.

Square



Parrot Parrot

3) Previously, the splitter moved by tenths of a percentage. Now, it moves only by full
percentage points.

4) If you need more precision, hold down the CTRL key to go back to moving by tenths of a
percent, ignoring snap points.

Fixed Layout ePUBs

Bloom can now create ePUBs in “Fixed”

mode which asks ePUB players to preserve ePUBmode‘ ST <\ cPUE readers to show

the page as you see it in Bloom. If you L 2o EER T
. Accessibility in Bloom

have a very simple book, Bloom will also o E——

let you choose the previous “Flowable” page

mode.

With this improvement, you can now publish overlay (comic) books as ePUBs.

A cauTION

Note that if you make a Talking Book out of an Overlay (comic) book, ePUB readers
will read bubbles in the order you created them. That won’t always be the correct
order! We have an idea of how to improve things for Bloom 5.5.

See here for more information about the state of Bloom-to-ePUB publishing.


https://docs.bloomlibrary.org/ePUB-notes

Color Chooser

We improved the color chooser and made the same chooser available everywhere you can
set a color, including text, background colors in the overlay tool, and cover colors.

Text Color in Styles

Text Color

(3
]

#5271FF

H BEEEN
EETEEN
o

KR -

|
D

As before, you can also color individual words and letters:

w Y m

A
My main color is blue, individual E
|

[+1]
[
=
—ty
[=]
=

EN
HN
BN
Om
Om

words or letters can be made other

colors.



Modernised Topic Chooser

Choose Topic

O No Topic o How To

O Agriculture O Math

@ Animal Stories O Non Fiction

O Business O Personal Development
O Community Living O Primer

O Culture O Science

O Dictionary O Spiritual

O Environment O Story Book

O Fiction O Traditional Story
() Health

CLOSE

“Needs Copyright” Button

We’ve noticed that sometimes people forget to add a copyright, which later prevents them
from publishing the book to BloomLibrary.org. Now Bloom shows this button to prompt
you.

"%

Front Cover [ Needs Egp‘_.rright]

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

<, Click to Edit Copyright & License

You are free to make commercial use of this work. You
Title Page maoy adapt and add to this work. You must keep the

Overlay Tool

e We've added a new Bubble shape, “Rectangular”:



I'm a speech

bubble

I'm new!

exclamation

bubble

I'man

e We added hints to remind you about two important shortcuts:

“~

+ drag = resize
Crrl] + drag = move
Help

e You can now click on the background image in order to change it.

e |f a bubble somehow ends up off-screen, Bloom will move it back on screen the next
time it loads the page.

Note that a Bloom Enterprise subscription is required to add new Overlay (comic) images

to a book.

Other Improvements

e Previously, there was a slight difference in text size between the Edit Tab and what
Bloom would actually publish. You could see this even just in the Collection Tab
preview. Where this mattered was that a line might break in a different place. We have
fixed this difference in favor of the published versions, so that if a book is re-published
using this versions of Bloom, the layout will be the same as it was previously. But if
you look in the Edit tab, changes may be visible from what you would have seen in the
Edit tab in previous versions.


https://bloomlibrary.org/page/create/page/feature-matrix

e Bloom’s experimental spreadsheet import/export now retains a book’s metadata.

 We added experimental spreadsheet import/export for Talking Books. Note that a
Bloom Enterprise subscription is required to use the spreadsheet commands.

 We made it feasible to use leading spaces in a Talking book to make the left edge of a
text box vary in order to do things like conform to the image to the left of the text.
While we don’t like this approach, it is currently the only way to achieve this.

o Don't highlight leading/trailing whitespace of current audio segment.

o Collapse multiple whitespace in translation bubbles.
* When Bloom makes a BloomPack, it now includes any audio in the books.

e Bloom now shows the Sign Language name on the cover. Note that the name only
appears once there is at least one recording, and only after the book has been
reloaded.

e You can now access the “Scripts & Variants” settings for a Sign languages. The
“scripts” part is not relevant, but this allows you to define a language as a regional
dialect of a more widely known Sign language.

e If you download and translate a book, Bloom now gives you the same cover colors as
the original.

e SIL has deprecated Andika New Basic since Andika now contains all of its characters.
We are gradually switching everything over to Andika in a way that we think will be
invisible to users. For this release, we switched Bloom Reader & Viewer to come with
Andika built in.

 We improved sorting of books in BloomLibrary.org. By default, books now sort from
newest to oldest. For particular collections, we can change this to sorting by title with
good number sorting so that numbered series will show in order.

e BloomLibrary’s “stats” pages now have a “People Reached Digitally” Stat

People Reached Digitally ®

< 73k

Web Apps Bloom Reader BloomPUE Viewer
53k 657 20k 133
177

 We added a way for advanced users to override the image compression we do when
we publish books.


https://bloomlibrary.org/page/create/page/feature-matrix

e We added a 6” x 9” paper size.

e You can now set text to right-align:

Format

Characters | Paragraph

Indent Alignment
—r Space Between Paragraphs
[] v
This formatting is for all text boxes with ‘normal’ style

e You won't notice it, but we did months of work preparing Bloom to move to a modern
browser component. This investment will reduce our maintenance cost and unlock
some new capabilities in the future.

e We introduced a new layout to most of our “Publish” screens. In the next version, we’ll
complete this transition by rewriting the PDF/Print and Web Upload screens to fit this
new system. In the end, the publish screens will be much more uniform so that if you
learn one, others will be more familiar.

e You can now paste in text formatted in “small caps” from Microsoft Word

The End of Linux Updates (for now)

Bloom 5.4 is the last version of Bloom for now. Ideally, in several years, we hope (but do
not promise) that we will again have the technology and staff required to ship new
releases for Linux (and Mac).

Technical Details: Bloom started as a Windows-only application, using .net technologies
plus an embedded web browser. Unfortunately, a software key component (geckofx)
stopped development a few years ago. GeckoFX was the magic that allowed us to embed
a Firefox Browser in our .net application. Bloom relies on over a thousand other open-
source libraries, and increasingly, we cannot make use of their updates and fixes, because
our browser is stuck in 2018. We have only a small amount of resources to spend, and we
can't justify spending an increasing amount of it going against the tide. Bloom 5.5 uses a
modern embedded browser, WebView?2 from Microsoft.

We will eventually get Bloom to a state where its Ul is no longer a hybrid of .net and
browser Ul. With each version, we are retiring some .net Ul and replacing it with
browser Ul. When this process is complete, then new cross-platform possibilities will open



up, be it a .net/electron or something else. Microsoft may also deliver WebViewZ2,
for Linux and Mac (they list this on their roadmap, in a non-committal way).

See also:

Install Bloom on Linux



https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-edge/webview2/roadmap
https://docs.bloomlibrary.org/installing-bloom-linux

Bloom 5.3 Release Notes

Publish to Audio or Video

You can now turn your book into a video that can be shared on Facebook or YouTube. You
can also make a version that will work on inexpensive “feature phones” or mp3 players.

Here is the original Feature Request.

@ Configure & Preview

If your book has multiple languages or other options, you will see
a row of red buttons. Use these to set up the book for recording.

0la - Cat and Dog: Alphabet

© wmake Recording

This will open a window and play the selected pages. Bloom will
record it to match the "Format” option in the upper right of this

screen.

© Check Recording

This will open the program on your computer that is associated
with this file type.

© save

Options

Format K1 Facebook

@ Feature Phone
Tumn pag

ﬂ YouTube

—® «) Mp3 Audio

Record These Pages:
L @
Front The
Cover End
Help

Publishing Audio or Video Books


https://community.software.sil.org/t/produce-a-video-of-the-story-being-read-postable-on-youtube-facebook-etc/2267

Text Color

To highlight a word or some characters, you can now select some text and set its color.

B I U A A-

. . '.. Automatic
This is my favourimmmmm
. EEEEE
time of the yearmmomo
EECED
because garden - U HHE

filled with butterflies!

New Copyright / License Dialog

We’ve re-worked the copyright / license dialog in order to help you better understand your
choices.



Copyright and License

40 -
About CC-BY

COPYRIGHT LICENSE

Copyright Year*

2022

Copyright Holder *

Giants of Tiny Books

[[] Mot atranslation or new version

Continue to use the same copyright and license as the original book:
Copyright © 2007, Pratham Books, Licensed under CC BY 4.0.

ER -




Copyright and License @ @

4.0 -

COPYRIGHT LICENSE
_— About CC-BY

The copyright holder allows others to use the book in this way:

() Anyone can use it however they want.
(®) Everyone is allowed to:
copy this book for free
use the book in a commercial way

rmake new versions of this book, but they must
keep the author, illustrator, and other credits

apply a different license to new versions of this
book

You may use this space to clarify or grant additional permigsions (for example, that translations are
allowed), but not to alter the license.

() No one can modify or copy it without explicit permission. We will not be
sharing it via Bloom Reader or BloomLibrary.org.

() Other

En -

Font License Info

When you're just making paper or PDF copies of your book, you can use whatever fonts
are on your computer. However, many fonts are not freely licensed for use on the web or
in ebooks. But how are you supposed to know? It turns out that inside many fonts, there is
some metadata that indicates things like what the license is, where the font comes from,
and what version of the font you have. Bloom now reads this information and uses color
and icons to indicate how safe a font is to use.



Format
Characters | Paragraph
Font
Andika - -
The metadata inside this font indicates that
Spacing it is legal to use for all Bloom purposes.
T —
=15 +| to d¢ andika
Styles: regular, bold, italic, bold italic
Emphasis Victor Gaultney, Annie Olsen, Julie
E I U Bemington, Don Collingsworth, Eric Hays
Becca Hirsbrunner
This formatting is for all s international ge' style.
Version 6.101

Format

Style Name | Characters | Paragraph

Font

MicmsoﬂJhengHei%- | Tan 1

The metadata inside this font tells us that it

Spacing may not be embedded for free in ebooks and
Ig 15 = tDHdC the web. Please use a different font. 1
Microsoft JhengHei
Emphasis Styles: regular, bold
B I U Monotype Imaging Inc.

Microsoft Corporation
This formatting is the de version 6.14




Team Collection: Single Book History

PREVIEW HISTORY

When Who What Comment
2022-06-10 o Awa CheckIn Credits et droits d'auteur. Relecture finale.

2022-06-10 (f, Colin CheckIn  Veérification orthographique et édition ultérieure. Ajustements d'image.
2022-06-10 o Dot  CheckIn  Traduit en francais.
2022-06-10 o Dot Renamed Book title changed to "Ma Petite Maison”

2022-04-07 (f_,, Colin  Check In



Startup Time

We made several changes to speed up Bloom’s launch time.



Menus

In the Collection dropdown menu, we

e Renamed the “Advanced” submenu to “Troubleshooting”.

e In “Source” collections (which we think should be very rare in 2022), we moved “Make
Bloom Pack” from the toolbar to this menu.

Collections

My Shell Books

Open or Create Another Collection...
Make Bloom Pack of Shell Books...

Make Reader Template Bloom Pack...

Troubleshooting

We simplified the book menu:

r=

v

Duplicate Book
] Rename Book...
Two erE Export to Word or LibreOffice...
apples .
Duplicate Book

Save as single file (bloom]...

Make Bloom Pack... Show in File Explorer

Cpen Folder on Disk
i Delete Book...

Leveled Reader
More
Decodable Reader

Update Thumbnail

Update Book

Rename

Delete Book

Less-used commands are now under a “More” submenu. In the future, we intend to
simplify this further.



O Leveled Reader

O Decodable Reader
Export to Word or LibreOffice...
Export to Spreadsheet... @
Import Content from Spreadsheet... @
Save as Single File (*.bloomSource)...
Save as Bloom Pack (*.BloomPack)...
Update Thumbnail
Update Book




BloomlLibrary.org

Project cards can now have country names:

Projects

Afghan Children Read
330 books

PMNG Western Province e-
Learning Project

67 books PNG

Afghanistan

Enabling Writers

3025 books 6 countries
BEGIN
WITH
BOOKS

Mali

Begin with Books

75 books Mali

125 books PNG

®

Ueparirmems = Lducsan

Papua Mew Guinea National
Department of Education E...

515 books PNG

We added a map showing where the collection is being read:

Statistics for Collection: Okuu Keremet! (Learning is Awesome!)

Locations: Country Map

Bloom Book Reads by Country from "Okuu Keremet! (Learning is Awesome!)" Collection

Through June 9, 2022

All Digital Sources: Web, Bloom Reader, Apps.

e

P =
Sl st o,
_J:Té:-&-\u-r{ e 3
_____ = g—n_R\ =]
- — ¥ &3 s
— . &?—} &

w5

4-14
14-33
53-188
198 - 745
745 - 3K
3K - 10K
10K - 39K
39K - 148K



http://bloomlibrary.org/

And finally, we added city and country tables:

Statistics for Collection: Education for Life

Locations: City Table

Country

Papua New Guinea

Papua New Guinea

Papua New Guinea

Papua New Guinea

Papua New Guinea

Papua New Guinea

Guatemala

United States

Kyrgyzstan

Kyrgyzstan

Solomon Islands

Region

National Capital

Maorobe

Eastern Highlands

East New Britain

West Mew Britain

Milne Bay

Guatemala

Washington

Bishkek

Chuy

Guadalcanal

City

Port Moreshy

Lae

Kainantu

Kokopo

Kimbe

Waigani

Guatemala City

Seattle

Bishkek

Tokmok

Honiara

ﬂ ALL TIME

Reads -l

2,803

2,345

1,321

a37

363

357

313

186

176

170

128




Bloom Reader

We have changed the name and file extension of Bloom’s digital book publishing format
from Bloom Digital / .bloomd to BloomPUB / .bloompub. All readers have accepted

both for some time, and now Bloom Editor and BloomLibrary.org both deliver .bloompub.
The new name is purposely parallel to the better-known ePUB format.



http://bloomlibrary.org/

Bloom 5.2

Decodable Reader

When the Decodable Reader tool generates a report, it now includes a list of all the
usable words for each level. Feature Request

BloomLibrary.org Upload

When you upload a book, Bloom checks to see if there is already a book with the same
internal ID on the library. If it finds one, it now gives you two choices. You can replace the
existing book or upload your book as a new item. The latter option fixes your book’s ID to
be unique.

D’ﬁ Are these the same book?

BloomLibrary.org already has a book with this ID from you (salit@example.com).

Already in Bloom Library Uploading

o 02. Biga Dinaro Gaana o 02. Foo Bar
= Swahili i Swabhili

Uploaded 7/28/2020, last
updated on 10/26/2020

O These are the same book

Update the book. Bloom will remove the version on
Bloomlibrary.org and replace it with your upload.

O These are different books

Add a new book. Bloom will fix the ID of your book and
upload it. The old book on Bloom Library will stay the same.

What caused this problem?

ASK FOR HELP


https://community.software.sil.org/t/new-category-in-the-letter-and-word-report-in-decodable-tool/5291

Team Collections (Bloom Enterprise,
Experimental)

When you check in a book, you can now type in a short note saying what you did.

bg This book is checked out out to you
lf “ !

Are you done for now? Click this button to send your changes to your team.

What changes did you make?

| fixed some punctuation. M8 CHECK IN BOOK

Bloom now lists check-in notes and other operations in the collection’s history panel.

&} Team Collection

Status History

Title When Who What Comment
m Cacat Bukanlah Halangan 2021329 @ salit Check In Updated illustrations
m Cacat Bukanlah Halangan ~ 2021-5-28 ﬁ% Lynn Check In Translating

2021-5-27 & Lynn Check | i i
m Cacat Bukanlah Halangan ﬂ& eck In Set copyright & credits
7 Aku Kuat 2021-5-25 " ¥ Faturraham Created Started book
a0

2021-4-1 o4 Lynn Check In Fixed spelling

m Cacat Bukanlah Halangan

CLOSE

Team administrators can now force-unlock a book that has someone else has left
checked out. This feature is helpful when a computer is lost or when the teammate who
checked out the book cannot check it back in for any other reason.



This book is checked out to Lynn

You cannot edit the book until Lynn checks it in.

Lynn checked out this book on 8 Nov 2020

About my Avatar...

A Force Unlock (Administrator only)...

Export / Import Spreadsheet (Bloom
Enterprise, Experimental)

Export

You can now export a Bloom book to Excel spreadsheet format in a way that preserves
text and images. (Satisfies this Feature Request)

The Moon and the Cap.xlsk - Excel

,0 Search

File Home Insert Page Layout Formulas Data Review  View Help
N EICE KA == e e SI:
(@~
Paste I U - o Iy A == == = M BC 0 0 .00 Conditional Fol
- w - e —_ = = = =3 t: - e X
P B = = — - — — 1= = Merge & Center § % 9 ‘w0 Formatting~ T
Clipboard ] Font (5] Alignment ] Mumber (5] Styl
A D E F G
2 |Row type Image “ French ‘English “Tibetan
3 |[bookTitle] La lune et la casquette The Moon and the Cap F iRk El
4 |[coverlmage]
ﬁr Aujourdhui, toute la famille est
5 |[page content] allée 3 la féte foraine. All of us went to the fun fair. =EEzanasfras i
Papa a acheté a mon frére des
lunettes amusantes. Father bought brother fancy s Faremn s Se gy S b gy

Maman m'a acheté une trés
belle casquette bleue.
Ma petite soeur, elle, a euun

& |[page content] sugon.

glasses.

Mother bought me a bright blue
cap.

The baby got sugar candy.

P —r ——, SR ¥ 2 Y -
] .’S:I = EB, 2TEE “Qala BT

Sma g T as HET B

Note that there are currently several things that Bloom does not export: Talking Book

audio, Music, Video, Activities.


https://community.software.sil.org/t/ability-to-export-source-text/5451

Import

You can now import an Excel spreadsheet onto an existing Bloom book. The target book
can be a new empty book you just created or an existing book that you want to update.
When importing onto an existing book, Bloom can currently not safely protect some things
in the existing book, so if your book has any of these things, it will refuse to do the import.

These items in a book prevent it from getting an update through a spreadsheet import:
Talking Book audio, Activities.

Bloom’s import/export feature is still a work in progress. Already, for simple books, it will
enable you to do many previously difficult things, including:

* Get translations done by people without Bloom, using Excel, Libre Office, or Google
Sheets.

e Apply bulk changes to the text in an external editor.
e Fix mistakes where someone typed text into a box with the wrong language.

e Merge text in different languages into a single book
While not fully supported yet, we also expect that this feature will eventually be useful for:

* Making new editions of books designed for paper vs. devices. This is possible because
the importer can actually spread content out over a different number of pages.

e Use online translation services like Crowdin to engage translators, including paid ones.

To enable Spreadsheet Import/Export, tick the box under Collection Settings /
Advanced Program Settings / Spreadsheet Import/Export,



Collection User Interface

New Collection Ul (Experimental)

As the next phase of our multi-year effort to modernize the Bloom code base, we have
completely rewritten the left-hand side of the Collection Tab using Web technologies. This
has been a very large undertaking, so we’'re making it available as an experimental
feature for Bloom 5.2 to give us all more time to test it. With this new interface, Team
Collections get nice avatar images of their teammates over books they have checked out:

Tok Pisin Books 2020

Y

Mi Laikim Pk i go Long
Sku

Mun na Kep Lus Digetz

Books with badges showing who has them checked out

Other users will notice only minor improvements to book thumbnail buttons. To enable this
new mode, tick the box under Collection Settings / Advanced Program Settings / Try

the New Version of the Collection Tab.

Collection Settings

Many Bloom Enterprise projects use their own custom front/back matter packs. Previously
in Bloom, everyone could see these in the list of choices. Now, these custom choices are
not listed but instead are automatically selected based on the Bloom Enterprise code.



5.1

Collection Tab

You can now rename a book. Previously, Bloom always used the name of a book’s title.
The new name appears under the thumbnail of the book and also the name of the folder

Collections Edit Publish

francais Books

The Moon
and the Cap
¥

on disk ( Selism o Liaie o ). Feature Request

Edit Tab

You can create hyperlinks that point to other pages in the same book. This can be
used for creating your own simple Table of Contents. When creating ePUBs, these links will
be turned into normal text because the feature does not work in ePUBs. Feature Request

Duplicate Page Many Times. You can now enter a number to make many duplicates
of a page all at once (see animation).

We made several fixes to the checks in Decodable and Leveled Readers.


https://community.software.sil.org/t/allow-changing-book-filenames/489/14
https://community.software.sil.org/t/hyperlink-to-other-pages/1784
https://imgur.com/gcrxl5k

Leveled Reader
We added a visual notification when pages have too many sentences.

We improved how we count words in complex pages (such as arithmetic pages).

Overlay Tool (Bloom Enterprise)

The Overlay Tool can now add videos Feature Request

The Overlay Tool can now add images on top of the image Feature Request

(See an animation of these new overlay features)

Team Collections (Bloom Enterprise)

Team Collections are a new feature that helps you safely share a collection within your
team, across the internet, without full-time internet access. For this release, we're going to
keep this feature behind the “Experimental” checkbox. For now, we are only supporting
Dropbox & LAN environments. Please contact us if you are considering using this. We need
your help to fully understand how this will be used, and how the experience goes.

About Bloom’s use of Dropbox

People will be naturally resistant to installing Dropbox. There are two things that may help
them. First, once Dropbox is set up, you will not have to actually learn to use Dropbox, as
it just sits in the background for Bloom to use, invisibly. Second, we are starting with
Dropbox support because it is far superior to Google Drive in one crucial way: when you
make a small change to a book, Dropbox will send just a small amount of data over the
internet to your teammates. In contrast, Google Drive will send the entire book: all the
text, images, recordings, videos, activities, etc. Because we want this feature to work well
in environments with slow or expensive internet, we, therefore, decided to put our initial
efforts into supporting Dropbox. In the near future, we will attempt to make Google Drive
an option for teams with great internet.


https://community.software.sil.org/t/video-block-that-can-be-place-anywhere-on-top-of-a-comic-page/4763
https://community.software.sil.org/t/ability-to-place-images-on-images/2982
https://imgur.com/E83qLj6

&

Collections Edit Publish Teamn Collection

Sample Books

&
b‘ Edit this book

il | The Moon and the Cap

E |

1 -
[Jisa_bilﬂ:',f_iS The Moon
N This book is checked out to you

Are you done for now? Click this button to send your changes to your team.
Sources For New Books

Templates

g, CHECKINBOOK

Team Collections debuted in Bloom 5.0 beta. For 5.1, we have added a few small features:

We added a basic History tab to the Team Collection dialog. It currently only tells you
the history of check-ins (who edited the book, when). We will be adding more history in
future versions.

€4» Team Collection (axperimental)

ra STATUS HISTERT
ﬁ._ Title When

Wha What Comment
B Maths 1 2021-10-05 ‘ Gordon  Check In
ft Niveau 2 2021-10-05 |ﬁ Suzanne Check In
g Livre 1 2021-10-05 ,‘-1 Suzanne Check in

.:‘? Déchiffré 1 2021-10-05 1& Suzanne Checkln

Cources For ft Hiveau 2 2021-10-05 ' Gordon Check In

Templates

We added a little informational menu option that provides information about the name and
“avatar” (picture) associated with books you check out. The dialog also provides links for
changing (or setting) the avatar and name.



This book is checked out to you

Are you done for now? Click this butto
About my Avatar...

Your Team Collection Avatar & Name

The following avatar and name appear on books that you check out:

= John

If you don't see a picture, head on over to Gravatar.com and upload one to go with your

email address. You can also update your name & email address in your Bloom
registration.

ELOOM REGISTRATION CLOSE

You can now “Forget Changes & Check in Book” if you decide to abandon the changes
you’'ve made to a book since you checked it out.

This book is checked out to you
'.q_,.l

Are you done for now? Click this butto
About my Avatar...

Forget Changes & Check in Book..,

Images

We have removed, from the lower-left corner of images, the button that opened the
“Image Description Tool”. We did this because of reports that users were clicking on it, not
understanding what was happening and then entering their story text into the image
description box. Authors making books for the blind can still use this tool, of course. You
just won’t have this convenient shortcut anymore. Feature Request


https://community.software.sil.org/t/allow-for-image-description-button-to-show-hide/4700

When Bloom has trouble loading an image and you send us an error report, we now will
receive the offending image file. That will help us figure out what the problem is.

Publish Tab

We added a new tool for making it easy to create a BloomPUB of every book in a
collection, with a single command. (Bloom Enterprise)

Make All BloomPUBs from Collection e

Produce a .bloomshelf file WHAT'S THIS?

This file will cause these books to be grouped under a single bookshelf in Bloom Reader. This collection's bookshelf
is set to "1 - SBC Grade 1°.

| 1-SBC Grade 1

Distribution Tag

Oct-2021-Goroka-SD-card WHAT'S THIS?
ePUB

o . 1 Compress into a single .bloombundle file WHAT'S THIS?

Eloom Reader
- e

Share on the
-'l.“-"Eh

You can now also upload an entire collection or even multiple collections to the Bloom
Library. (Bloom Enterprise)

Bloom Reader S-tEP 2 Upluad

Upload Book Thiz Book: w
‘ . This Book
B uploadin. you cong e P "
Share on the Upload Progress Folder of Collections

Web

Bloom Library

We improved counts and stats on Bloom Library. For example, a collection that contains
child collections can now display the total count (example).


https://bloomlibrary.org/kyrgyzstan-OkuuKeremet

We added the ability for a project to list its sponsors at the bottom of the page (example).

We added a new page selector for Bloom Player, the engine that powers book reading in
Bloom Reader, BloomLibrary.org, and embedded Reading App Builder books.

The old men talk,
the young men rest,

the women sing

and the children play
under the big, old tree.

Other Good Stuff

Faster Enterprise Subscription Delivery When projects get a new Enterprise
subscription, there is a delay while we build their branding pack (logos, boilerplate text,
etc.). Starting with Bloom 5.1, customers don’t have to wait... their Enterprise code will
work immediately. Bloom will show a placeholder message on the back cover that shows
the subscription name. When an update to Bloom contains the branding files for the
subscription, this message will be automatically replaced with the branding images, the
next time the books in the collection are edited.

Work towards a more cross-platform Bloom

As with most versions, we did a bunch of behind-the-scenes work towards rewriting
making Bloom be more portable to other operating systems. For the most part, you won’t
be able to tell the difference.


https://bloomlibrary.org/Begin-with-Books-Mali

5.0

Collection Tab

We made hovering over a book thumbnail show the folder name of the book. This is
helpful to see what’s-what when you have multiple copies of a book.

Bookshelf selector

In collection settings, Bloom Enterprise projects that have bookshelves on Bloom Library
can now choose the bookshelf that corresponds to the collection. Then when books are
uploaded to BloomLibrary.org, they automatically go to the correct bookshelf. This setting
also can now be used to automatically choose a back-cover image to show where the book
fits in the overall curriculum and choose a cover color based on the grade (this is used for

a large MOE project in Kyrgyzstan).



Settings
Languages Book Making Project Information
Default Font for Kyrgyz

Arial -

Special Script Settings

Default Font for Kyrgyz
Andika Mew Basic v

Special Script Settings

Default Font for Russian
Andika Mew Basic w

Special Script Settings

Page Mumbering Style

Decimal -

Edit Tab

Bloom Enterprise Advanced Program Settings

Front/Back Matter Pack

ABC- Reader e
Device

Paper Saver

Kyrgyzstan 2020 W

Supports full-bleed cover color (but not images),
and a place to paste a graphic on the back which is
used to show what level this book is.

Bloom Library Bookshelf

Kyrgyz Grade 1 Level 1.1 v

Projects that have Bloom Enterprise subscriptions
can arrange for one or more bookshelves on the
Bloom Library. All books uploaded from this
collection will go into the selected bookshelf,

Cancel

Comic Tool —> Overlay Tool

The Comic Tool is now the “Overlay Tool”. We made this change because this tool is now
useful for more than comics and people who were not interested in comics were not

finding it.

I The Overlay Tool requires a Bloom Enterprise subscription. However, books that contain
overlays can be translated into other languages without a Bloom Enterprise subscription.

If this change causes you any problems, remember that you can always enable Bloom
Enterprise freely if you do not have external funding. If that option does not work for you,
please reach out to us at issues@bloomlibrary.org so that we can help you finish your book

in some other way.


mailto:issues@bloomlibrary.org

~You can now control the transparency of overlayed text elements and make corners
round. You can also show a line that you can use to point to something in a diagram:

~You can now make circle text elements. Feature Request

Talking Book Tool

You can now pause playback in the Talking Book Tool.

Widgets

We’'ve made it easier to add HTML5 widgets from Active Presenter. No more
Zipping/unzipping.

There is now a “Widget Page” that gives you a full-screen page to host your html5
interactive widgets. (Widgets are part of Bloom Enterprise).


https://community.software.sil.org/t/circular-comic-captions/3121
https://atomisystems.com/activepresenter/demo/

Add Page... [
L]
Activity
L]
Arithmetic
o e Do ve *‘?D Widget Page
: 1+:-0
L +1=00 O *‘?D A page where you can import an HTMLS widget which
1 - =] ‘?‘?D readers can interact with

Leveled Reader

You can now specify two new limits: Sentences per page and Average count of sentences
per page.

We added some new measures: total sentences in book, longest sentence in book, and
longest word in the book.

We added a button to copy all the leveled reader measures of a book to the clipboard, in a
form that can be pasted into spreadsheets.

Text on Simple Quiz pages is no longer counted when computing whole-book statistics.
Note that this change only applies to newly created Quizzes. Contact us for instructions
about applying this change to pre-exiting quiz pages.

Team Collections

| NOTE: Team Collections debuted in Bloom 5.0 beta, but did not “graduate” out of beta
successfully because of a bug found by a beta tester (yay beta testers!). We did not have
time to properly test the fix before it was time to release Bloom 5.0. Therefore, you need
to run Bloom 5.1 beta in order to use this feature.

Performance

Recently we spent weeks improving Bloom’s ability to deal with large books and long
Bloom sessions without running out of memory. As part of that effort, we’'ve added a tool



for watching what happens to available memory and speed as Bloom does various things.
This is mostly for our own use, but it’s also available to you, in case you suspect that
Bloom is eating memory or slowing down as you use it.

ﬁj Kyrgyz Books2 - Bloom 3.0.1433 Alpha

right-click in this area

to see this menu:

Collections

1024 x 586 Low-end netbook with w

Kyrgyz Books2 300 x 600

1024 x 600
1024 x 768

Always Measure Performance

=

Title Missing

Start Measuring Performance [:

Show Performance Page

Bloom Performance Measurement
Bloom 5.0.1433 Alpha

Memory

o0 select book
0.6 The Moon and the Cap
055 N ¢ o 424.16 MB
0.5
045 ® ] s ?
0.4 L]
0.35 L R N
03- g @@ °®

025 g
0.2

private bytes GB

BloomLibrary.org

When you download books from BloomLibrary.org that have audio, Bloom will now
download the audio as part of the shell book.

We’ve improved what you see when you look at template books on BloomLibrary.org. It is

now easier to understand what the template pages are for:


https://bloomlibrary.org/create/create-templates

Alphabet book Template

[]j READ

English

A4 size templates which include pictures and words,
identification and writing activity

........

Get this Template

The template book will be
downloaded and installed. You can
start a book with this template, or
add any of its template pages from
the "Add Page® dialog box from any
book.

letter picture word R
Page label

Text placeholders

Image
Placeholders

. 9.
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Edit Tab

Bloom now makes much better use of your computer’s memory. You should be able to
work much longer, with much larger books, before encountering any memory limitations.

Talking Book Segmentation. You can now type a vertical bar (|) to break up the
recording of long sentences. This also works for splitting audio that you import. After
recording or splitting, you will need to remove these vertical bars so that they don’t show
when you publish the book.

The Talking Book tool no longer treats “Myanmar signed little section” (U+104A) as a
sentence-ending character.

13cm Square page size. (Feature Request)

The list of page sizes now includes 13cm Square as one of the possibilities. This requires
printing with A3 paper if you wish to produce booklets using this new page size. (Each
printing would create 3 copies of the booklet.)

When you open a large book, the thumbnail representing the current page is now
automatically scrolled into view.

In the Comic Tool, you can now set custom background colors for text boxes.
In the Comic Tool, you can now click a button to duplicate the current bubble.

When you hover over an image or image placeholder, Bloom now tells you what resolution
image you need. This information can be useful to your illustrator.

Copy Text from Source Bubble

We have added a Copy button to the Source Bubble. (